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Pattison’s Academy for Comprehensive Education 

(PACE) Charter School 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

DATE:  January 18, 2018 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Richard Gross, Randy Disharoon, Laurie Sessa, Margaret Mays, Jeff Crudup, Tom 
Reilly, Gerry Kelly, Paige Knowlson. 
Attending on Conference Call:  None 
Board Members Excused: None 
PA Staff Present:  Paige Bogucki, Steve Kiernan, 
Guests: Several members of the community 
MEETING LOCATION: Conference Room, Charleston Medical Society, 198 Rutledge Place, Charleston. 
 

Call to order: 5:00 pm 

TOPIC 

 
DISCUSSION/CONCLUSIONS 

Call to Order and 

Welcome 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approval of 

Minutes 

 

Treasurer’s 

Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He 

introduced our newest Board member – Tom Reilly – who is currently Director of 

Internships and Field Experiences, The Citadel.  He also has a Master’s Degree in Special 

Education and has over fifty years of teaching experience. 

 

Following these introductions, Dick updated the membership on his meeting with the P4P 

group who had sent an email to a number of Pattison’s parents and friends regarding the 

past Spinathon events.  Dick related that the meeting discussed varying perspectives on the 

past events as well as some historical issues that have caused a lack of harmony between 

the P4P members and Pattison’s personnel.  Issues revolved around how past funds were 

used and what goals were achieved by the income from the event.  By the end of the 

meeting Dick stated that there seemed to be a common understanding on the issues and 

the group committed to supporting the new Keeping the PACE event that is underway. 

The minutes of the December 19, 2017 PACE Board minutes were reviewed.  Gerry made a 

motion for approval and Laurie seconded the motion.  With no further discussion, the 

minutes were unanimously approved. 

Randy distributed the Statement of Revenues and Expenses, Year to Date Actuals through 

December 31, 2017 and also the budgeted amounts for the period ending June 30, 2018.  

He emphasized that the budget is on an accrual basis meaning that the shortfalls in the 

budget are a matter of timing when funds are reimbursed to Pattison’s.  The budget 

represents all funds that have been disbursed as well as those that are anticipated.  Randy 

highlighted the totals under each category and said that the funds will be balanced once 

Pattison’s receives its reimbursement and resources are transferred per the Charter school 

contract.  The budget was accepted as presented. 
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Principal’s 

Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive 

Director’s 

Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

 

 

Steve Kiernan, interim Principal, gave an update on the school’s operations and stated that 

this will be his last Board meeting since the new Principal will be starting on February 5th.  

He said he was extremely pleased to have acted in the capacity of Principal and looked 

forward to having additional personal time.  Steve discussed the recurring issue of finances 

and emphasized that there are lots of needs including: additional staff and resolution to the 

bus situation to keep the school running at a high quality.  Steve also noted that there are 

two students beginning on January 23rd and we are now in a position of having a waiting 

list which begins to highlight the need for the Pattison’ model of education.  He noted that 

the annual report on Pattison’s was submitted to CCSD and it showed a very positive year 

with increasing strength in our education program.  Finally, Steve stressed that our charter 

renewal is in two years and we need to begin identifying measurable data to support the 

renewal of the charter.  The Board thanked Steve for his work and commitment over the 

past several months and wished him well as he resumes retirement. 

 

Paige presented the latest information of the potential location for Pattison’s school for the 

coming year.  She has been meeting with CCSD and they have been most helpful in trying to 

identify a location that is suitable for our unique population.  The schools under 

consideration will most likely accommodate our students in a currently operating school 

building.  She has toured several schools and both she and CCSD are trying to work out 

classroom space that is localized in one area since our students would not be able move 

from room to room throughout the day.  CCSD will be meeting in Executive session on 

February 5th to discuss the locations and then on February 26th will meet their full Board to 

finalize an offer of locations to Pattison’s.  Paige will be a part of the entire process to 

insure that CCSD is aware of our needs prior to any final decision.  Once the school Board 

has made an offer, the announcement and selections can be made public and plans made 

for the upcoming year. 

 

With no further business to discuss, a motion for adjournment was made by Laurie and 

seconded by Randy.  The members unanimously concurred and the meeting was 

adjourned. 

 

Meeting adjourned: 5:23pm 

 

Next Meeting – Thursday, February 15, 2018 
Location – Medical Society of Charleston, 198 Rutledge Ave 
Time: 5:00pm 

 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Gerard Kelly, PhD 
Secretary 


