
 
 

Pattison’s Academy 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

February 15, 2018 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Richard Gross, Randy Disharoon, Laurie Sessa, Jeff Crudup, Tom 
Reilly, Paige Knowlson. 

Attending on Conference Call:  Gerry Kelly 

Board Members Excused: Margaret Mays 

PA Staff Present: Laura Del Duca, Paige Bogucki, Mason Duffy  

Guests: Several members of the community 

MEETING LOCATION: Conference Room, Charleston Medical Society, 198 Rutledge Place, 
Charleston. 

 
 

Call to order: 5:23 pm 
 
Call to Order and Welcome 
 
 Richard called the meeting to order and thanked everyone for their attendance.  He also 
explained that the previous meeting was a requirement of CCSD and that the Charter School 
Board of Directors must have a separate meeting with separate minutes.  Much of what is 
presented here repeats of the prior meeting information and those minutes should be 
consulted. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
 Treasurer 
 Randy gave a very broad overview of the budget and stated that our finances are now in 
an excellent state due to the diligence of the leadership, including Paige Knowlson and the 
Board who have worked very hard to attain a strong financial position. Laura Del Duca noted 
that in her previous employment with special education students, New Jersey provided 6 times 
the funding per student that South Carolina does.  She said, however, that New Jersey has an 
extremely high real estate tax rate as well as other taxes that contribute to the amount of 



funding.  In addition, her school accomplished a lot of fundraising that helped supplement the 
budget. 
 
 Fundraising 
 Laurie reviewed the progress of the Keeping-the-PACE (KTP) fundraiser that is coming 
up on March 3rd.  Our goal is to raise $100,000 which is $32,000 more than we raised last year.  
She reported that we have $20,000 in sponsorships and approximately $11,000 in on-line 
commitments.  There are 28 teams with approximately 68 registrants.  While this is good, we 
still need to press forward with trying to get more on-line donations.  Presently, all efforts are 
toward the KTP event and she is optimistic that we will achieve our goal. 
 Laurie also was pleased to note that we have many staff and volunteers helping to 
perform the roles associated with fundraising.  She said that we now have a solid personnel 
infra-structure in place which has been lacking for several years.  She highly encourages anyone 
who can offer time for this event to come forward.  The Board thanked her for her tireless work 
on the KTP event. 
 
 Early Intervention 
 Mason reported that she has had two new referrals at the beginning of the month 
which is part of her recruitment campaign.  She also has spoken with Tarsha Wheaton, Director 
of the Early Head Start-Child Care Partnership, and she is going to invite Mason to speak at a 
meeting she leads with local Child Care Directors.  Hopefully this will generate more referrals.  
Mason reported on the Exchange Club Grant: we need another payment for family training 
materials which will be essential.  She also mentioned that there is a Hopes and Dreams 
Conference March 19thand 20th.  Staff have attended this several times in the past since it gives 
us an opportunity to earn credit towards our Part C credential renewal.  The cost is $95 per 
person and Pattison’s will support 3 staff to attend.  There will be no hotel costs since the 
attendees will be traveling to the conference each day.  The Board thanked Mason for her 
effort in expanding her program. 
 
 Therapy Services 
 Paige Bogucki reported that she has hired a new Occupational Therapist, Courtney 
Sennett, to join the Pattison’s team.  They are very excited to have her and she has proved to 
be a great addition to the team especially this week.  She also stated that she has a full-time PT 
student from MUSC who will be completing her last clinical rotation with Pattison’s for 12 
weeks. Today, the Early Intervention staff had a consulting day with Ginny Paleg and Prime 
Engineering to learn about different stander/gait trainer options for the students. This learning 
opportunity was extremely helpful and will be put into daily practice.  The instructors will also 
be returning tomorrow for a full-day continuing education course which will have 60 attendees.  
This is a wonderful opportunity for the Pattison’s staff and the benefits will translate directly to 
the students. 
 
 Executive Director’s Report 
 Paige Knowlson reported that she has secured a summer camp director.  Now that the 
leadership position is in place, that person can begin to contact families about student 



attendance in the summer.  Paige also reported that she has secured two more hires for 
Pattison’s.  In addition, many community partners are forging bonds with Pattison’s.  One of 
these includes our joining the Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce.  All staff and Board 
members are invited to join.  In addition, Paige stated that all billing for past services and 
pending reimbursement has been caught up.  This was a major accomplishment. 
 Paige updated the Board regarding the new location for the next school year.  At 
present, there are several options which she is not at liberty to disclose due to the sensitive 
nature of this endeavor.  She did say, however, that CCSD has been extremely supportive and 
willing to work with us and our specific needs.  She promised to let everyone know the final 
determination when it is appropriate. 
 One last item is that Paige is working on Board development.  The Board agrees that we 
would like to move to 9 permanent members and that will be the goal for the remainder of the 
school year.  We want to add a CPA to the board. 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to discuss, a motion for adjournment was made by Randy and 
seconded by Gerry.  The members unanimously concurred, and the meeting was adjourned. 
 

Meeting Adjourned: 5:50pm 

 

 Next Meeting – Thursday, March 15, 2018 

 Location – To Be Determined 

 Time – 5:00pm 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Gerard Kelly, PhD 

Secretary 


